The main indications and techniques for vascular exclusion of the liver.
The purpose of vascular clamping during the course of liver resection is to reduce bleeding and subsequent complications. To show both step-by-step surgical techniques for vascular exclusion of the liver and their indications. It is described the following techniques: clamping of the hepatic pedicle, "Pringle" maneuver; intermittent clamping of the hepatic pedicle; intermittent vascular exclusion of the liver, without vena cava clamping, and hepatic vascular exclusion with vena cava clamping. Also metabolic and homodynamic consequences as well as the technical failure of the application of each of them are discussed. The choice of technique to use for clamping during hepatectomy depends on the surgeon's judgment. Dogmatic or systematic attitude, is prejudiciable for the patient and liver surgeon must be able to use all kinds of clamping.